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A minister ought not to flatter himself that he has always
deceived those who appear to credit his representations;
their silence is not so often the effect of credulity, as of
cowardice or indolence. Many are overborne by the pomp
of great offices, and others who distinguish more cleaily,
and judge with greater freedom, are contented to enjoy
their own reflections, without reproving those whom they
despair to reform.

This report of the engagement of the Dutch in our mea-
sures, shall, however, furnish our ministers with no oppor-
tunity of boasting their address, nor shall it pass any longer
without contradiction; for I shall, without any scruple, af-
firm in the presence of this august assembly, that the
Dutch have hitherto appeared absolutely neutral; that they
have not shown any approbation of our measures, nor any
inclination to assist us in them. I know, my lords, how dis-
agreeable this assertion may be to those, whose interest it
is that mankind should believe them of no less importance
in "the eyes of foreign powers than in their own, and should
imagine that the remotest nations of the world are influ-
enced by their motions, and directed by their counsels;
but however they may resent this declaration, I defy them
to confute it, and now call upon them to show that the
Dutch have engaged in any measure for the support of the
queen of Hungary.

The late augmentation of twenty thousand men, which
may possibly be mentioned as a proof of their intention,
shows nothing but that they pursue their own interest with
their usual prudence and attention, and with such as it is
to be wished that our ministers would condescend to learn
from them ; and that they are too \dse to suffer the towns
from which the Austrians have, by our persuasions, with-
drawn their troops to fall into the hands of the Fiench.
They have, therefore, substituted new garrisons, but seem
to have no regard to the interest of the queen of Hungary,
nor any other view than that of providing for their own
security, waiting the event of the war, and laying hold of
any advantage that may accidentally be offered them.

It may be urged farther by those who are desirous to